





FROM THE

RIVER

THE VIEW

he history of whitewater boating in

Grand Canyon is rich with color-

ful characters, from one-armed Major

Powell to the daring Kolb Brothers;
from the pioneers of motorboats to the entre-
preneurs who developed visitation on a grand
scale. Yer nothing tells the story of these in-
novators better than the boats they chose o
challenge America’s biggest whitewater. River

running’s evolucion follows the modification

Below: Ellsworth (left)
witel Emery Kolb (with
Bert Lituzon on the
buck) before running
Waltenberg Rapid on
Christmas Eve, 1911.
phous Kolb Bros. NAU.IH,
568-3434

of boats and techniques developed for this
unparalleled fastwater proving ground. The
story of Grand Canyon boating continues
today as new materials are incorporated in
‘rowing rafts, motor rafts, and dories; qui-
eter, cleaner engines and new composite oars
propel them, and new techniques of running
rapids continue to pl:]sh river running into an
ever-safer and more enjoyable future. Yer as
exciting as today’s world of whitewarer is, it
is made far richer by preserving, interpreting,
and understanding the boats and the boaters

that brought us here.

Cover: In Waltenberg
Rapid, the Edith hit
a rock, tearing a large
hole in her side. The
Kolb Brothers and
Bert Lauzon spent
Christmas Day, 1911
repairing Emery’s boat
with tin, canvas, and
pieces af mesquite.
photo: Kob Bros
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GEOR

WHITE’S

BIG RIGS

Georgic White, 1954,
phom:. Bill Belknap
NAU.PH. 96.4. 13.15

never did make it up the Canyon, it spawned
an era of hardhulled motorboating through
Grand Canyon that lasted well inro the 1960s
with Chris Craft and outboard skiffs skim-

ming through the waves on the high summer .

Hows.

The Esmeralda I, however, had one more
remarkable erip. Hudson launched in sum-
mer 1950 to repeat his downriver journey,
accompanied by Marston in a new Chris
Craft. Midway through the trip the Esmeralda
Il developed engine trouble and crashed. In
despair, Hudson cast che boat adrift and heli-
coptered out, Buta week later another river
expedition found the Espmeralda ITon a cobble
bar, pushed it back into the river, repaired the
motor and drove it on through the Canyon.
Afterward Hudson got in a custody battle
Wit-h the salvagers which was setiled only.
when the NPS added the boat to their collec-
tion, where it resides today.

“ . uch as plywood enabled the phasing
| | out of the old G:_allbw:l_y boats, the

I intr.odi.;c_rien of nedpx_'enc—a dur:;.b'lﬁ
i ‘ _syn,t];rc_tic- rubber—facilitated the
invention of inflatable whirewater boars. Their
' case of transpore and durabilicy
in rocky -_rivérs signaled che
sunset of wooden boats
on the Colorado.
- The firsc inflarable
down the Colorado
~ was Amos Burg’s
1938 ‘Gh,:z'rlig,‘i :
custom-made
83-pound raft. Al-
 though Bm‘g’s_tr'ip
proved the crafc

~ was viable, it was

‘not until the
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‘of all rime, Georgie White..She made

i
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end of World War IT, when surplus military
tafts Hooded the market, that inflacables made
a serious showing on the Colorado. Scouting
groups from Salt Lake Ciey began running
multi-boar rafting trips through Glen Can-
yon, and it was not long before the boats were
common in Grand Canyon.

One pioneer of inflatables was by

far the most fampus woman boarman

her first trips on the river
hiking and
swim-

ming

in the lower Grand Canyon with river runner
Harry Aleson. Soon, however, Georgic was
rowing her own surplus rafts, then tying

two or three rogether for more stability. By
the mid-1950s she had brought huge bridge
pontoons to Grand Canyﬁn, powering them
with outboard motors. She atrracted passen-
gers with her affordable “shafé-the—.é)ﬁpe_]_:tsé”
trips and opened Grand Canyon to "large_scal:
river tourism.

‘The economics of Georgie’s big_'rigs saon
spread throughout the river business and for a
short rime in che late 19605 few rowing trips
were seen. But by 1970 the offerings began to
re-diversify and expedicions by rowing raft,
and even a few wooden boats, regained their

place in the mix.

Georgie White created
her “big rigs” by tying
together two or three
neoprene rafis, then
powering them down-
river with outboard
‘mators. This is belivved -
to be her firse Grand
Canyon trip with the
huge inflatables, in
f955. phoro: Bill ﬁtl.lt_rmp
NAU.PH.92.17:1
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| want to bé part of the effort

to save the historic boats
- and the history of
Colorado River running!
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